CALIFORNIA

WOMEN'S

LAW CENTER

Board of Directors

Board President
Lois Thompson
Partner

Proskauer Rose LLP

Board Vice President
Mira El Sonbaty
Senior Counsel, Privacy
Fox Group Legal

Board Treasurer

Chris Hollinger
Partner

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Board Secretary
Cathy Kim
Consultant

Members

Tony Blain
Principal

Blain & Associates

Samantha Caldwell

Vice President, Assistant General
Counsel and Assistant Secretary
Health Net Inc.

Christa M. Demeke
Counsel
Roll Law Group P.C.

Theane Evangelis
Partner
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Victor George
Principal
Law Offices of Victor L. George

Rasha Gerges Shields
Partner
Jones Day

Lisa Gilford
Partner
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom

Esra Hudson
Partner
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP

Diana Hughes Leiden
Associate Attorney
Winston & Strawn LLP

Bethany Kristovich
Partner
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Anna Menedjian
Litigation Consultant
2020 Inc.

Edie Mermelstein, Esq.
FEM Law Group

Erika Norman
Associate
Arnold & Porter

Pamela Palmer
Partner
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Amy Quartarolo
Counsel
Latham & Watkins LLP

Executive Director
Betsy Butler

April 3,2018

The Honorable Scott D. Wiener

Chair, Assembly Human Services Committee
1020 N Street, Room 521

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support SB 982 (Mitchell)
Dear Senator Wiener,

On behalf of the California Women's Law Center (CWLC), we write in support of SB 982,
which would address child poverty in the CalWORKSs program by increasing CalWORKSs
grants.

Currently, CalWORKSs grants are too low to support the healthy growth and
development of California’s poorest children. The current average CalWORKs grant is
$556 for a family of three, 33% of the Federal Poverty Line. The CalWORKs program
serves 1.1 million individuals in California, 80% of whom are children. When children
live in deep poverty, they endure hardships that impair their ability to thrive. The
poverty they experience also impacts their capacity to learn and develop throughout
their life. Children who live in poverty are less likely to graduate high school, and more
likely to have poor health as children and in adulthood and become involved in the
criminal justice system. Deep poverty damages a child’s likelihood of escaping
generational cycles of poverty.

SB 982 endeavors to help address deep poverty in the CalWORKSs program. By doing so,
it will protect children from the worst harms of chronically unmet basic needs and
better enable the CalWORKSs program to achieve its goals.

CWLC's mission is to advance the potential of women and girls through transformative
litigation, policy advocacy, and education. CWLC recognizes the impact poverty can have
on a young person’s life and the lives of their families and believes no child’s health or
future should be limited because of their socioeconomic status.

For these reasons, the California Women's Law Center supports SB 982.
Sincerely,
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Betsy Butler
Executive Director
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