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Public Interest Grant
“Justice Blackmun saved more women’s lives

 than any other person in history.”

-  Gloria Steinem -

The California Women’s Law Center (CWLC) is now accepting applications for the Harry A. Blackmun Memorial Public Interest Grant for the Summer of 2008.  The grant was established in April 1999 by Wayne S. Flick and William D. Hynes to commemorate the work of the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun.  Roe v. Wade, which established a woman’s constitutional right to have an abortion, is among his most notable opinions.  Justice Blackmun was a true champion of women’s rights and personal autonomy.  During his twenty-four years on the Supreme Court, he also proved to be a strong defender of civil liberties, including the rights of people of color and the poor. Justice Blackmun authored many of the Court’s decisions that now stand as cornerstones of constitutional law.

The purpose of the grant is to continue Justice Blackmun’s tradition of protecting individual rights by cultivating future advocates, mentors and leaders dedicated to advocating for and securing the civil rights of women and girls.  

The grantee’s responsibilities will include legal research, analysis and writing; developing and implementing advocacy efforts; and client interviewing for brief service, counsel, and referral.

The grantee will receive a $5,000 stipend. The grantee will be required to work full-time, under the supervision of the Legal Director, for 10 weeks.

Organizational Background: 
The California Women’s Law Center works to ensure, through systemic change, that life opportunities for women and girls are free from unjust social, economic, and political constraints.  CWLC uses innovative strategies and partnerships with legal service agencies, community-based organizations, legislators and other policymakers to create systemic change and to meet the varied, while interconnected, needs of women and girls, regardless of race, class, sexual orientation or age.  The Law Center focuses its efforts on sex discrimination, violence against women, women’s health, race and gender, economic security, and the exploitation of women.

Qualifications:
· Completion of first or second year at an ABA-accredited law school.

· Demonstration of strong commitment to public interest work and, in particular, to legal and policy issues affecting the civil rights of women and girls.  

· Strong research, writing, and legal problem solving skills, excellent communication skills, ability to work independently, take direction and follow through on assignments.

Application Requirements:
A complete application must include all of the following items:

(
Resume
(
Personal Statement
Describe why you are applying for the grant and what you hope to achieve in your work with the Law Center.

[1 page or 500 words maximum, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. min. font size]

· Essay 

Choose one of the following topics and discuss the proponents and opponents argument, as well as include your own opinion on the topic.

[2 pages or 1,000 words maximum, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. min. font size]

1.   Although private schools have been the primary source of single-sex education in our country, public school districts are now increasingly offering single-sex classes and single-sex schools as an alternative to their traditional co-educational programs. Moreover, efforts by public school districts to experiment with single-sex education are expected to significantly accelerate in coming years due to the enactment of the No Child Left behind Act in 2202 which encourages single-sex public education and authorizes federal funding for local public school districts to establish single-sex programs or schools. 
Single-sex education supporters argue that these programs improve students’ test scores and self-esteem, as well as reduce the incidence of gender-related problems such as sexual harassment and gender stereotyping. Opponents argue that single-sex public education violates Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and may actually reinforce harmful stereotypes among students.  Should public school districts establish voluntary single-sex classes and/or single-sex schools for students?
2.   Scientists think that cancer, Parkinson’s disease, spinal cord injuries, and numerous other diseases may be cured or more successfully treated by utilizing the unique regenerative properties of stem cells. Research cloning or somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) is a new type of embryonic stem cell research that requires fresh eggs from women. However, egg extraction involves short-term health risks, such as ovarian cysts, abdominal discomfort, depression, and surgery, and unknown long-term health consequences.  California Senate Bill 1260, signed into law in 2006, provides that women who donate eggs for private research will be accorded the same protections as human research subjects and prohibits payment for eggs for research.

Supporters of SB 1260 argue that the bill provides needed safeguards to protect women who donate eggs for stem cell research, and that payment for eggs promotes the exploitation of women and the commodification of women’s bodies.  Opponents of SB 1260 argue that the bill will stall stem cell research, is unfair to women because it fails to fully compensate them given the invasive process of extraction, and is paternalistic.  Beyond the medical costs associated with egg extraction, should women be compensated for the donation of their eggs for stem cell research? 

(
Personal Recommendation
Submit two written recommendations.  At least one must be written by academic faculty or law school administrator.

Selection Process:

Completed applications are prescreened by Law Center staff, and selected applicants will be interviewed in person or via phone.  Please note that applicants must be available the week of February 18th for interviews.  CWLC staff will send five applications to the Review Committee, made up of members of the California legal community, for final selection.  The Grantee will be selected by the middle of March 2008.  All applications will be acknowledged.  The deliberations of the selection committee are confidential and final.  All applications become the property of the California Women’s Law Center.

Deadline:
All application materials, including recommendations, must be submitted together in one envelope.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.  Deadline for submitting all application materials is FEBRUARY 15, 2008.



Submit Completed Application to:

California Women’s Law Center

Blackmun Grant Application
6300 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 980
Los Angeles, CA 90048
