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Teen Dating Violence Facts 
 
One in three teenagers will experience abuse in a teen dating relationship.1 
 
Teen dating violence occurs in all types of relationships; it crosses race, gender, and 
socioeconomic lines.2 
 
Patterns of dating violence start early and carry through into adult relationships.3 
 
In California, 9% of dating 9th graders and 13% of dating 11th graders, reported abuse in a 
dating relationship in the previous 12 months.4 

 
In a study of gay, lesbian, and bisexual teenagers, youth involved in same-sex dating are just as 
likely to experience dating violence as youths involved in opposite sex dating.5 
 
Both boys and girls are victims, but boys and girls experience different kinds of abuse.  Girls 
are more likely to yell and threaten to hurt themselves.  Boys injure girls more severely and 
frequently.6 
 
Eighty-one percent of parents either believe that teen dating violence is not an issue or admit 
that they do not know if it is an issue.7 
 
Only 33% of teens who were in an abusive relationship ever told anyone about the abuse.8 
 

Teen Dating Violence and Schools 
 
Teen dating violence victims report higher rates of both victimization and violence at school.  
Victims and perpetrators of teen dating violence are more likely to bring a weapon to school.9 
 
Victims of teen dating violence have lower academic achievement and more D and F grades.10 
 
Five percent of girls reported missing at least 1 day of school during a 30 day period due to 
safety concerns.11 
 
Forty-three percent of teen dating violence victims report that the dating abuse experienced 
occurred in a school building or on school grounds.  Eighty-three percent of the abuse teen 
dating violence victims experienced at school was physical abuse.12 
 
A recent study found that over 75% of school shootings were gender motivated, with the 
shooter most often targeting former girlfriends or girls that had rejected the shooter.13
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