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April	6,	2018	
	
	
The	Honorable	Ed	Hernandez	
California	State	Senate	
State	Capitol,	Room	2080	
Sacramento,	CA	95814	
	
Re:	Support	SB	1023		
	
Dear	Senator	Hernandez,			
	
On	behalf	of	the	California	Women's	Law	Center	(CWLC),	we	write	in	support	of	SB	
1023,	which	expands	access	to	sexual	and	reproductive	health	services	including	
contraception	and	STD	testing,	prevention	and	treatment,	by	ensuring	coverage	for	
those	services	via	telehealth.			
	
California’s	unintended	pregnancy	rates	remain	nearly	double	those	of	other	developed	
countries.	Even	though	California	has	made	significant	gains	in	reducing	these	rates,	
many	barriers	to	accessing	reproductive	health	care	remain.	Unintended	pregnancies	
are	costly	to	both	the	state	and	federal	governments.	The	most	effective	way	to	prevent	
unintended	pregnancies	is	the	use	of	hormonal	contraceptives.		
	
SB	1023	focuses	on	technology	known	as	telehealth	that	helps	eliminate	geographic	
barriers	and	improves	access	to	health	care	in	rural	and	low-income	communities.	For	
example,	mobile	apps	have	the	potential	to	transform	health	care	by	allowing	advanced	
practice	clinicians	to	diagnose	patients	outside	of	the	traditional	health	care	settings	
and	help	consumers	manage	their	own	health	and	wellness.	SB	1023	will	clarify	that	
Medi-Cal	managed	care	and	commercial	health	insurers	may	cover	sexual	and	
reproductive	health	services	that	are	provided	appropriately	through	telehealth	and	
will	require	the	Family	Planning,	Access,	Care	and	Treatment	program	(Family	PACT)	to	
determine	client	eligibility	for	telehealth	and	provide	appropriate	sexual	and	
reproductive	health	services	through	telehealth.		
	
CWLC's	mission	is	to	advance	the	potential	of	women	and	girls	through	transformative	
litigation,	policy	advocacy	and	education.	For	nearly	three	decades,	CWLC	has	been	on	
the	frontlines	in	the	fight	to	ensure	that	women	have	access	to	the	health	care	
opportunities	they	need	in	order	to	lead	healthy	and	productive	lives,	including	access	
to	safe	and	affordable	family	planning	options.		
	
For	these	reasons,	the	California	Women's	Law	Center	supports	SB	1023.	
	
		
Sincerely,	

	
Betsy	Butler	
Executive	Director	
 

Board of Directors 
 

Board President 
Lois Thompson 
Partner 
Proskauer Rose LLP 
 

Board Vice President 
Mira El Sonbaty 
Senior Counsel, Privacy 
Fox Group Legal 
 

Board Treasurer 
Chris Hollinger 
Partner 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 
 

Board Secretary 
Cathy Kim 
Consultant 
 

Members 
Tony Blain 
Principal 
Blain & Associates 
 

Samantha Caldwell 
Vice President, Assistant General 
Counsel and Assistant Secretary 
Health Net Inc. 
 

Christa M. Demeke 
Counsel 
Roll Law Group P.C. 
 

Theane Evangelis 
Partner 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
 

Victor George 
Principal 
Law Offices of Victor L. George 
 

Rasha Gerges Shields 
Partner 
Jones Day 
 

Lisa Gilford 
Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
  

Esra Hudson 
Partner 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 
 

Diana Hughes Leiden 
Associate Attorney 
Winston & Strawn LLP 
  

Bethany Kristovich 
Partner 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 
 

Anna Menedjian 
Litigation Consultant 
2020 Inc.  
 

Edie Mermelstein, Esq. 
FEM Law Group 
 

Erika Norman 
Associate 
Arnold & Porter 
  

Pamela Palmer 
Partner 
Pepper Hamilton LLP  
 

Amy Quartarolo 
Counsel 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
 
 

Executive Director 
Betsy Butler 
 

 


