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April	9,	2020	
	
	
The	Honorable	Mark	Stone	
Chair,	Assembly	Judiciary	Committee	
1020	N	Street,	Room	104	
Sacramento,	CA	95817	
	
RE:	Assembly	Bill	3092	(Wicks)	–	Support		
	
Dear	Assemblymember	Stone,	
	
On	behalf	of	the	California	Women’s	Law	Center,	we	write	in	support	of	AB	
3092,	which	will	provide	a	path	to	justice	for	those	who	were	sexually	assaulted	
by	Dr.	James	Heaps.	
	
Dr.	James	Heaps	is	a	gynecologist	who	worked	at	the	University	of	California,	
Los	Angeles	(UCLA)	from	1990	to	2018.	During	his	tenure,	UCLA	received	
several	complaints	of	sexual	assault	from	his	patients.	UCLA	acknowledged	that	
it	received	a	complaint	against	Dr.	Heaps	in	2014,	but	continued	to	employ	him	
until	2018.		
	
Unfortunately,	many	of	the	survivors’	civil	claims	for	sexual	assault	against	Dr.	
Heaps	could	be	barred	by	the	statute	of	limitations.	Because	of	the	intimate	
nature	of	a	doctor-patient	relationship,	particularly	a	gynecologist-patient	
relationship,	it	can	be	difficult	for	patients	to	differentiate	between	medically	
necessary	acts	and	sexual	assault.	This	can	lead	to	delayed	discovery	linking	
emotional	injuries	a	survivor	is	experiencing	to	the	previous	acts	of	abuse.	This	
bill	would	give	survivors	the	opportunity	to	pursue	their	time-barred	claims	
during	a	limited	one-year	window.	
		
CWLC’s	mission	is	to	break	down	barriers	and	advance	the	potential	of	women	and	
girls	through	transformative	litigation,	policy	advocacy,	and	education.	We	prioritize	
eliminating	barriers	that	prevent	survivors	of	sexual	assault	from	pursuing	justice.		
	
For	these	reasons,	the	California	Women’s	Law	Center	supports	AB	3092.	
	
Sincerely,	

 
Betsy	Butler	
Executive	Director	

Board	of	Directors	
	
Board	Co-President	
Mira	El	Sonbaty	
Fox	Corporation	
	
Board	Co-President	
Diana	Hughes	Leiden	
Winston	&	Strawn	LLP	
	
Board	Treasurer	
Edie	Mermelstein,	Esq.	
FEM	Law	Group	
	
Board	Secretary	
Pamela	Palmer	
Pepper	Hamilton	LLP	
	
Immediate	Past-President	
Lois	Thompson	
Proskauer	Rose	LLP	
	
Members	
Stacey	Armato	
Atlantic	Investors	
	
Tony	Blain	
Blain	&	Associates	
	
Christa	M.	Demeke	
The	Wonderful	Company	
	
Theane	Evangelis	
Gibson,	Dunn	&	Crutcher	LLP	
	
Kevin	Feldman	
Feldman	Capital	LLC	
	
Kerry	C.	Fowler	
Jones	Day	
	
Victor	George	
Law	Offices	of	Victor	L.	George	
	
Genie	Harrison	
Genie	Harrison	Law	Firm	
	
Chris	Hollinger	
O’Melveny	&	Myers	LLP	
	
Esra	Hudson	
Manatt,	Phelps	&	Phillips	LLP	
	
Bethany	Kristovich	
Munger,	Tolles	&	Olson	LLP	
	
Laura	Lively	
Boies	Schiller	Flexner	LLP	
	
Jessica	Ludd	
UNAC/UHCP	
	
Anna	Menedjian	
2020	Inc.		
	
Kim	Nakamaru	
Global	Eagle	Entertainment	
	
Amy	Quartarolo	
Latham	&	Watkins	LLP	
	
Karen	Rigberg	
Arnold	&	Porter	
	
Executive	Director	
Betsy	Butler	
	

	


